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Athens,  July  1,   191 0. 

From:       Major  A.    Winsor    Weld. 

To:  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  (1a/>j)s. 

Subject :    Final  Report  <>f  the  Department  of  <  'ieilian  Relief. 


I  beg  to  submit  the  following  final  report  of  the  work 
of  the  Department,  of  Civilian  Relief  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  Greece. 

At  the  time  of  the  arrival  of  the  Commission  last 
October,  Major  Barnes  was  at  the  head  of  the  Department 
and  has  told  in  his  report  (No.  II*)  of  the  steps  taken  to 
get  relief  work  started.  Various  committees  of  Athenian 
residents  were  formed  to  act  in  an  advisory  capacity  and 
they  were  very  helpful,  giving  valuable  assistance. 

The  desperate  needs  in  Mitylene  and  Eastern  Mace- 
donia were  already  well  known  to  us  from  advices  and 
appeals  for  help  which  had  been  sent  to  Washington  before 
our  departure.  Parties  of  workers  were  therefore  started 
as  soon  as  possible  and  work  was  immediately  undertaken 
in  these  districts.  Word  had  also  been  received  that  there 
was  much  suffering  in  Epirus,  and  Major  Oakley  started 
on  a  trip  of  investigation  to  see  what  the  needs  were 
there;  and  a  little  later  Captain  Dewing  and  Mr.  Hill  made 
a  trip  of  investigation  through  the  Peloponnesos.  The 
results  of  these  investigations  are  recorded  in  Reports 
Xos.  4*  and   16*. 


*  Not  published. 


"Wofic"hacl"nbtribng  been  under  way  before  it  became 
evident  that  a  different  form  of  organization  from  that 
under  which  we  were  working  would  be  necessary.  The 
various  districts  were  so  scattered  and  telegraphic  and 
transportation  facilities  so  slow  that  it  was  impossible 
properly  to  administer  all  the  work  from  Athens ; 
consequently,  on  January  7,  the  following  plan  of  reor- 
ganization was  submitted  to  the  Commission  and  formally 
adopted . 

«Resolved:  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Commission 
that,  with  the  discontinuance  of  the  relief  stations  in  Bul- 
garia, which  will  follow  in  the  near  future,  the  practical 
completion  of  the  repatriation  of  the  Greek  population  in 
Eastern  Macedonia,  and  with  the  expected  arrival  of  the 
medicines,  surgical  apparatus  and  agricultural  supplies 
which  have  been  requisitioned,  the  time  has  come  to 
inaugurate  in  Macedonia  all  the  forms  of  emergency 
relief  needed  in  that  region  and  similarly  to  enlarge  the 
operations  of  the  Commission  in  other  districts;  that  a 
Deputy  Commissioner  shall  accordingly  be  placed  in  charge 
of  all  the  Commission's  activities  in  Macedonia,  the  islands 
of  the  Aegean,  and  Southern  Epirus,  respectively;  and  that 
the  several  Departments  of  relief,  as  now  instituted,  will 
henceforth  regard  the  Deputy  Commissioners  designated  to 
have  charge   of  these  districts  as  their  executive  agents.  > 

Acting  under  this  resolution,  Major  Oakley  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Commission's  activities  in  Macedonia  and 
I  was  similarly  placed  in  charge  of  the  work  in  the  Aegean 
islands.  Owing  to  lack  of  sufficient  personnel  and  supplies, 
we  were  unable  to  take  up  an  extended  work  in  Epirus; 
but  certain  relief  work  was  undertaken  there,  principally 
in  connection  with  the  hospitals,  and  this  will  be  described 
in  Major  Black's  report  on  Hospitals  in  Greece. 

An  account  of  all  the  activities  of  the  Commission  in 
Eastern  Macedonia,  irrespective  of  the  Departments  under 


whose  supervision  they  were  carried  out,  first  under  the 
direction  of  Major  Oakley  and  later,  on  Major  Oakley's 
departure,  under  that  of  Major  Dewing,  will  be  found  in 
the  final  report  on  Macedonian  and  Bulgarian  stations, 
to  which  I  refer  you;  likewise  the  work  in  the  Aegean 
islands,  under  my  leadership,  has  been  fully  covered  in 
my  final  report  on  the  island  stations  of  that  district.  I 
will  therefore  confine  myself,  in  this  report,  to  giving  an 
account  of  the  work  of  this  Department  in  the  other  parts 
of  Greece.  The  work  of  the  Department  of  Civilian  Relief 
was,  naturally,  incomparably  greater  in  Eastern  Macedonia 
and  the  Aegean  islands  than  in  all  the  rest  of  Greece 
together;  but  the  account  would  be  incomplete  if  our 
very  considerable  activities  in  the  three  largest  cities  of 
Greece,  Athens,  Salonica,  and  Patras,  and  in  the  other 
centers  where  systematic  relief  was  extended,  should  go 
unrecorded. 

On  February  H,  when  Major  Barnes  was  obliged  to 
return  to  the  United  States,  I  took  over,  at  your  request, 
the  direction  of  the  Department  of  Civilian  Relief,  as  well 
as  continuing  in  charge  of  the  Commission's  activities  in 
the  Aegean  islands. 

The  relief  work  organized  by  my  Department  in  Old 
Greece  and  Salonica  was  similar  in  general  character  to 
that  in  the  other  two  districts,  namely,  distributions  of 
food  and  clothing,  the  operation  of  ouvroirs  and  the  giving 
of  aid  to  established  charitable  organizations;  but  a  new 
feature  was  added  in  that  we  established  three  Infant 
Welfare  Stations,  one  at  Athens,  one  at  Patras,  and  one 
in  Canea,  Crete. 

I  will  take  these  various  activities  up  in  order  and 
give  an  account  of  each.  The  statistics  covering  them  will 
be  found  tabulated  at  the  end  of  this,  report. 


I.   DISTRIBUTION   OF  FOOD  AND  CLOTHING 


From  the  reports  of  our  investigators,  it  was  found 
that  there  were  three  places  where  refugees  were  collected 
in  considerable  numbers  and  where  the  conditions  were 
such  as  to  make  relief  work  desirable,  namely,  Salon ica, 
Aigion  and  Athens-Piraeus.  Stations  for  the  distribution 
of  food  and  clothing  were  therefore  opened  at  these  points. 

Salonica.  —  At  Salonica  Miss  Harrison,  with  Miss 
Draper  as  assistant,  gave  help  to  about  .'5,7:JO  refugees 
divided  into  three  groups— 1,260  being  housed  at  the  French 
Military  Hospital  No.  (J,  900  at  Camp  No.  9,  and  1,270  at  the 
Sedes  Camp.  The  first  two  groups  were  refugees  driven 
from  the  neighborhood  of  Odessa,  Russia,  by  the  Bolshe- 
viki;  they  had  been  compelled  to  flee  very  suddenly  and 
had  brought  with  them  practically  nothing  beyond  the 
clothing  they  were  wearing  at  the  time  and  this  was  in 
rags.  They  were  being  fed  by  the  Greek  Government, 
receiving  the  very  simple  fare  of  the  Greek  soldier,  and 
the  Greek  Red  Cross  had  done  something  for  them  as 
well;  but  the  clothing,  jam,  milk,  soap,  soup,  cigarettes  and 
chocolate  with  which  we  supplied  them  were  very  neces- 
sary and  very  gratefully  received.  The  donations  wore,  in 
every  case,  carefully  made  to  suit  the  individual  need  of 
each  person. 

The  third  group,  that  at  the  Sedes  Camp,  was  in  much 
greater  need  than  the  other  two;  I  give  here  a  quotation 
from  Miss  Harrison's  report  regarding  them: 

«For  more  than  four  months  these  1,270  refugees  had 
lived  in  great  heed.  Driven  from  their  homes  in  Eastern 
Macedonia,  they  had  suffered  still  further  from  typhus 
and  other  ills.   Eighteen   cases   of   clothing,   besides   food, 


soap,  chocolate  and  cigarettes,  were  distributed.  A  very- 
large  proportion  of  these  refugees  were  girls  and  boys 
of  8  to  14  years,  many  literally  in  rags.  By  good  fortune, 
we  had  more  than  an  ample  supply  of  suits,  dresses  and 
pinafores.  A  few  minutes  after  receiving  their  suits  many 
of  these  small  people  were  back  near  the  distributing  desk 
to  display  the  new  clothing.  Groups  of  boys  also  formed 
squads  of  « matched  suits*,  and  paraded  about  the  camp. 
Swarms  of  them  also  climbed  trees  nearby  and  cheered  on 


Refugee  Women  and  Children;  Aigion. 


the  -good  work*  with  frequent  cries  of  "Zito  America-. 
When  the  distribution  was  finally  over,  crowds  of  them 
ran  beside  the  departing  auto  with  grateful  cheers. 

-It  was  amusing  to  have  young  men  who  had  received 
suits  of  American  pajamas  return  dressed  in  the  suit  as 
an  outside  garment,  proudly  to  display  the  new  clothes. 
The  sturdy  American  shoes  were  a  delight  to  every  recip- 
ient, Some  visitors  at  the  camp  after  the  departure  of 
the  American  Red  Cross  found  the  whole  place  en  fete. 
Upon  inquiring  the  reason,  they  were  informed  that  the 
American  Red  Cross  had  sent  out  new  clothes  for  everybody. 


«To  the  camp  food  supply  were  added  soup,  jam,  milk 
and  soap.  A  supply  of  quinine,  amber  vials  and  ethyl 
chloride  was  also  donated  to  the  camp  dispensary.  The 
empty  packing  cases  were  presented  to  the  officer  in 
charge,  to  be  used  as  trunks  on  that  bright  day  when 
the  refugees  returned  home.» 

Miss  Hetty  Goldman,  who  came  as  a  representative  of 
the  Jewish  Relief  Committee,  but  under  the  auspices  of 
the   American    Red    Cross,   also    did    some    valuable    relief 


School  Children   irith  their  Cups  of  Red  Cross  Milk;  Aigion. 

work  among  the  Jewish  war  sufferers  in  and  around 
Salonica.  After  thoroughly  investigating  conditions,  she 
formed  committees,  secured  financial  aid  from  her  home 
committee,  and  did  much  to  improve  the  housing  con- 
ditions of  the  Jewish  population,  alleviating  also  some  of 
their  misery  by  making  requisitions  on  the  American  Red 
Cross  for  food  and  clothing,  which    were   promptly   filled. 

Aigion.  —  The  station  at  Aigion  was  opened  on  March  1 
and  was  operated  for  two  months.  It  was  established  for  the 
purpose  of  caring  for  a  group  of  refugees,  about  1,300  in 
number,  who  had  been  driven  from  their  homes  in  Eastern 
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Macedonia  and  Thrace  over  four  years  before  and  had 
been  kepi  in  Bulgaria'  under  conditions  which  reduced 
them  to  a  deplorable  state.  After  the  signing  of  the  armistice, 
they  had  made  their  way  through  Bulgaria,  Serbia  and 
Bosnia,  and  had  been  put  aboard  ship  at  Fiume  and 
brought  to  Aigion,  where  they  had  been  established  a 
few  days  before  our  attention  was  drawn  to  their  condition. 
«The  Committee  for  relief  of  the  refugees  at  Aigion, 
which  included  Mr;  Messenessi,  a  currant  merchant  of  the 
town,  and   Mr.   Coutoulas,   the  government   representative, 


The  Refugee  School  Children;  Aigion. 


established  them  in  warehouses  on  the  water  front  and 
Mien  each  family  had  a  certain  amount  of  floor  space  in 
which  to  live.  Some  of  the  more  fortunate  had  brought 
boxes  or  bags  of  old  treasures,  rugs,  old  clothes  and  even 
seeds,  and  with  these,  had  built  a  barricade  around  their 
little  spot  and  had  spread  their  bright  rugs  and  blankets 
on  the  floor.  Others  had  nothing  but  the  rags  they  wore; 
perhaps  a  blanket  or  two  and  a  brass  pot.>  (From  Miss 
Horsford's  Report  on   Aigion   Station^) 

This  station   was  in  charge  of  Miss  Constance  Horsford, 
assisted  by  Miss  Julia  Norton  and  Miss  Mary   Vanneman. 


10 


There  were  also  four  Greek  soldiers  assigned  by  the  army 
to  the  work  at  this  station,  and'they  proved  themselves 
to  be  not  only  very  willing  but  very  efficient  and  helpful. 
By  May  1st  most  of  the  refugees  had  found  work  in  the 
fields  and  were  getting  regular  wages,  and  the  Government 
expected  to  return  them  shortly  to  their  homes;  so  the 
Station  was  closed.  While  it  was  in  operation  a  daily  milk 
distribution  was  made,  food  and  clothing  were  distributed 
to  all;  and  a  small  but  very  efficient  dispensary  was  run 
by  Miss  Vanneman,  solely  for  the  treatment  of  sore  eyes, 


Warehouse  and  Distributing  Station;  Aigion. 

skin  diseases  and  simple  bandaging.  jThe  skin  diseases, 
on  our  arrival,  were  very  bad  among  the  refugees  and 
spreading  rapidly,  but  before  our  departure,  had  been 
practically  eradicated. 

The  daily  milk  distribution  consisted  of  a  pint  of  milk 
to  each  of  300  refugee  children  and  60  of  the  town  child- 
ren, given  them  at  their  school  recess,  and  a  pint  of  milk 
each  to  sick  adult  refugees  (on  doctor's  orders)  and  the 
children  too  young  for  school. 

The  refugee  school  was  in  an  excellent  building,  provid- 
ed by  the  Government  for  the  purpose,   and  the  teachers 
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were  refugees  themselves.  It  was  clean  and  admirably 
conducted  and  gave  a  very  high  testimony  to  the  cour- 
age and  character  of  the  refugees  in  attempting  to 
instruct  and  improve  their  children  under  conditions  and 
in  surroundings  that  would  have  brought  utter  discour- 
agement to  most.  The  sight  of  the  bright  and  earnest 
little  faces  of  the  scholars  on  the  day  when  Colonel  Capps 
and  I  visited  the  school,  as  they  stood  and  sang  their 
Greek  songs  with  a  very  evident  desire  to  do  honor  to 
America  and  the  American  Red  Cross,  will  be  one  that  I 
shall  long  remember. 

Athens.— In  the  neighborhood  of  Athens  we  found 
several  groups  of  refugees  who  needed  help. 

One  group  of  about  450  had  been  brought  down  by 
the  Government  from  Sebastopol  and  other  places  in 
Russia  and  were  quartered  in  a  shooting-gallery,  which 
consisted  of  one  large  room  with  a  small  one  at  each 
end.  Each  family's  few  square  feet  of  floor  space  was 
staked  out  with  the  limited  portion  of  their  possessions 
which  they  were  able  to  bring  with  them.  The  back  of  the 
building  is  not  built  up  but  consists  only  of  arches;  this 
is,  on  the  whole,  perhaps  not  unfortunate,  as  the  windows 
in  front  show  no  signs  of  ever  having  been  opened.  The 
Government  is  assisting  in  the  feeding  of  these  refugees, 
but  the  need  of  clothing  was  very  great  among  them  and 
this  we  were  able  partially  to  supply. 

Another  group  of  75  was  quartered  in  a  school  building; 
their  homes  are  in  Asia  Minor,  from  which  place  they 
had  been  obliged  to  flee;  upon  their  arrival  in  Athens 
they  had  been  sent  by  the  Greek  Government  to  France 
to  work  in  munition  factories  there.  On  the  signing  of  the 
armistice  they  had  been  brought  backhand  had  been  living 
since  that  time  in  the  eight  rooms  of  the  school.  The 
Government  is  allowing  them  7  drachmai  apiece  a  month, 
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Their  condition  and  surroundings  were  somewhat  better 
than  those  of  the  other  group,  but  their  living  quarters 
were  naturally  terribly  crowded  and  they  were  much  in 
need  of  clothing. 

•*■    »V   -V 

II.    OUVROIR S 


On  December  15,  1918,  a  workshop  was  started  in 
Athens  in  a  building  known  as  the  German  School,  adja- 
cent to  St.  Nicolas'  Church.  The  work  was  conducted  under 


The  Athens  Ouvroir  Committee. 

the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  young  Greek  ladies, 
whose  devotion  to  their  work  and  efficient  management 
deserve  the  greatest  i^raise.* 

The  workshop  was  in  continuous  operation  till  July  5, 
li)li>,  and  made  clothing,  slippers,  sheets,  towels,  etc.  The 
time  may  be  divided  into  two  periods,  during  the  first  of 
which  only   garments   were   produced.    These   were  cut  in 


*  A  list  of  the  committee  will   be  found  on    the   pagQ  of   st;ilistir- 
regarding  the  ouvroir, 
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the  workshop  and  given  out  to  some  300  women  to  finish 
in  their  homes.  During  the  second  period  a  quantity  of 
articles  were  produced  which  necessitated  a  constant  super- 
vision of  the  work;  therefore,  about  80  women  were 
employed  who  came  every  day  to  the  workshop  and  did 
the  sewing  there.  Most  of  the  women  had  their  own  ma- 
chines and  the  American  Red  Cross  supplied  the  remainder. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  our  supply  of  cloth  was  very 
late  in  arriving  from  America,  we  had  to  buy  here  in 
order  to  supply  this  workshop  and  also  those  in  operation 
in  Macedonia  and  the  islands.  A  total  of  285,102  meters 
of  cloth  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  [,063,658.90  drachmai.  * 

As  the  table  at  the  end  of  this  report  gives  a  complete 
statistical  record  of  the  workshop,  I  will  not  go  into  details 
here,  but  merely  say  that  it  proved  most  useful  in  sup- 
plying the  need  for  garments  for  distribution  during  the 
long  period  of  awaiting  those  shipped  from  the  United 
States;  it  was  also  most  useful  in  turning  out  special 
articles  called  for  by  the  other  Departments,  such  as  table 
covers,  dusters,  diapers,  etc.  It  also  served  the  purpose  of 
placing  56,175.60  drachmai,  as  wages,  in  the  hands  of  about 
350  poor  women  in  Athens. 

I  wish  to  speak  most  highly  of  Miss  Klonari's  work  in 
connection  with  the  ouvroirs.  Miss  Klonari  is  a  Greek 
nurse,  educated  at  Boston  in  the  Training  School  of  the 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  she  became  a  member 
of  our  personnel  shortly  after  our  arrival.  She  was  placed 
in  charge  of  the  Bureau  of  Ouvroirs  and  was  responsible 
for  the  purchase  of  cloth,  thread,  etc.;  the  efficient  and 
careful  manner  in  which  this  was  done  saved  the  Red 
Cross  many  thousand  drachmai.  She  has  also  had  general 
supervision  over  the  committee  of  young  ladies  and  spent 


*  This  Department  operated   eight  other  ouvroirs,  one  each  in  the 
islands  of  Mitylene,  Chios  and  Samos,  and  five  in  Eastern  Macedonia, 
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the  better  part  of  every  day  at  the  workshop.  Her  con- 
scientious and  devoted  attention  to  details  and  her  many 
helpful  suggestions  contributed  very  largely  to  the  success 
of  the  undertaking. 

4*  4*   »j- 

III.    AID  TO  CHARITABLE  ORGANIZATIONS 


We  found  many  charitable  organizations  in  Greece 
which  were  well  organized,  with  capable  committees,  but 
which  were  unable  properly  to  care  for  the  persons  under 
their  charge  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  many  articles  and 
the  high  cost  of  food ;  it  was  our  privilege  to  help  many 
of  these.  Orphanages  especially  were  in  great  need, 
owing  to  the  great  increase  in  orphans  caused  by  the  war, 
and  we  gave  as  generously  as  possible  to  institutions 
of  this  class  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that,  in 
many  cases,  we  were  able  by  our  donations  materially  to 
increase  the  number  of  little  children  an  institution  could 
care  for.  The  Greeks  themselves  had  been  quick  to  see 
the  pressing  need  of  homes  for  these  poor  little  waifs  and 
were  doing  all  they  could  to  supply  the  want.  Legislation 
was  being  asked  for  to  aid  the  situation  and  very  carefully 
thought-out  plans  were  being  formulated  which,  before 
long,  will  begin  to  have  a  beneficial  effect. 

A  complete  list  of  the  organizations  and  societies  aided, 
together  with  the  supplies  donated,  will  be  found  among 
the  statistics. 

IV.    INFANT   WELFARE    STATIONS 


Infant  mortality  in  Greece  was  reported  to  be  as  high 
as  25%  among  children  under  2  years  of  age,  and  it  was 
early  decided  by  this  Department  that  a  few  well-equipped 
and  properly-run  stations  should  be  established,  in  the  hope 


15 

that,  the  value  of  Infant  Welfare  work  once  having  been 
demonstrated,  it  would  continue  and  spread.  As  a  pre- 
liminary step,  it  was  necessary  to  get  a  number  of  young 
women  enlisted  and  trained  to  aid  in  the  work.  How  this 
was  accomplished  is  shown  by  a  quotation  from  Major 
Barnes's  Report  — No.   11.* 

v< Invitations  were  prepared  and  sent  out  by  this  Com- 
mission to  a  chosen  number  Of  young  women,  who  were 
deemed  qualified  to  undertake  this  work,  and  a  cordial 
response  was  received  from  about  fifty.  Later  a  meeting 
was  held  with  these  young  ladies,  when  the  work  was 
outlined  by  Major  Walker  and  myself,  and  those  who 
wished  to  do  so  were  given  the  opportunity  to  enroll 
for  the  various  classes.  About  thirty-five  signed  and  agreed 
to  undertake  the  work  and  to  assume  the  obligations  of 
service  which  it  involved. 

<The  absence  of  Major  Walker  in  Macedonia  delayed 
the  opening  Of  this  course  of  lectures  until  January  20, 
at  which  time  the  Clinic  at  Syngros  was  formally  opened. 
This  work  is  now  organized  under  the  leadership  of 
Major  Walker,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Rennie  and  Nurse 
Tymon.  The  plan  involves  a  three -weeks'  course  of  lec- 
tures, together  with  clinical  demonstration,  to  be  followed 
by  active  service  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  taken 
the  course,  among  the  poor  of  the  city;  the  practical 
work  will  consist  of  instructing  mothers  in  the  proper 
care  of  infants  and  also  furthering  the  work  of  Infant 
Welfare  in  Athens  and  elsewhere. » 

While  these  classes  were  being  formed  and  taught,  it 
was  also  arranged,  with  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the 
Minister  of  Education,  that  a  special  course  of  lectures  on 
Infant  Welfare  should  be  given  during  the  Greek  holidays 
to  Greek  school-teachers  residing  elsewhere  than  in  Athens. 


*  Not  published. 
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The  following  letter  was  therefore  prepared  and  sent  out 
to  fifty  teachers: 

The  American  Ked  Cross,  realizing  the  tremendous 
waste  of  human  life  entailed  by  the  great  war,  and  believing 
that  one  of  the  most  effective  means  for  supplying  this 
loss  is  the  proper  conservation  of  infant  life,  is  to  inau- 
gurate a  course;  of  lectures  on  Infant  Welfare  during  the 
coming  holidays. 

These  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  Greek  language  by 
Dr.  Doxiades,  noted  for  his  work  along  this  line,  assisted 
by  trained  helpers,  and  the  course  will  cover  about  three 
weeks,  with  lectures  every  day.  A  well-equipped  laboratory 
will  be  placed  at  our  disposal  so  that,  in  connection  with 
each  lecture,  there  will  be  a  practical  demonstration  of 
the  subject  under  discussion. 

«The  American  Red  Cross  would  esteem  it  a  favor  if 
you  would  attend  this  course  of  lectures  and  permit  us 
to  assist  in  your  expenses  to  the  extent  of  fifty  drachmai. 
In  case  you  have  no  relatives  or  friends  with  whom  you 
could  stay  while  in  Athens,  we  beg  the  privilege  of  con- 
tributing an  additional  one  hundred  drachmai  with  which 
to  pay  for  board  and  lodging. 

« Through  the  kindness  of  the  Ministry  of  Education, 
especial  provision  will  be  made  for  your  transportation  so 
that  it  will  cost  you  nothing,  and  it  is  possible  that  some 
additional  allowance  may  be  made  through  the  generosity 
of  the  Government. 

With  best  wishes  for  a  stronger  and  greater  Greece* 
we  beg  to  subscribe  ourselves, 

77/6'  American  Red  Cross. 

Transportation  difficulties  made  it  impossible  for  more 
than  16  to  take  advantage  of  this  offer,  although  responses 
were  received  from  a  larger  number,  and  the  following 
letter  shows  with  how  great  favor  the  project  was  received, 
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Honored   Sir 


In  response  to  your  courteous  invitation,  and  the  rec- 
ommendation of  the  Ministry  of  Public  Instruction  that 
schoolmistresses  should  follow  the  lectures  on  Infant  Welfare 
instituted  by  the  American  Red  Cross,  Miss  Thetis  Tany, 
a  primary  teacher  serving  in  our  educational  district,  has 
expressed  her  wish  to  attend  these  lectures. 

«  Permit    me,    honored    sir,    to    congratulate    from    the 
depths  of  my  heart,  and  with  deepest  emotion,  the  Amer- 


Piraeun  Warehouse. 


ican  Red  Cross,  which  has  given  to  our  country  so  many 
notable  proofs  of  its  philanthropic  activity,  and  has  in  so 
many  ways  made  manifest  its  humanitarian  tendencies, 
which  reflect  the  very  soul  of  the  American  nation,  upon 
the  conception  of  this  whole  idea  of  turning  the  minds 
and  hearts  of  men  from  the  bloody  fields  of  battle  to  the 
purity  and  innocence  of  childhood. 

«We  greet  the  establishment  of  these  lectures  on  Infant 
Welfare  by  the  American  Red  Cross  as  the  beginning  of 
the  interest   which  the  public  will,  in  future,  take  in  the 


subject  of  rearing  wisely  the  coming  generation,  by  which 
means,  properly  applied,  the  race  shall  be  so  molded  that 
henceforth  they  will  have  in  view  only  the  inculcation  of  the 
idea  of  universal  love  as  the  basis  of  justice  and  equality. 
^Gratefully  accepting  your  good  wishes  for  our  country, 
and  thanking  you  most  warmly  for  the  same,  I  remain, 
with  deep  esteem, 

(Signed)  N.  Depos, 

Inspector  of  Public  Schools  of  Salonica.  > 

A  committee  of  Greek  ladies  was  formed  to  take  charge 
of  the  Infant  Welfare  work  in  Athens,  with  Mrs.  A.  Della- 
porta  as  chairwoman,  the  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee being  as  follows:  Mrs.  Jacob  Damala,  Mrs.  R.  Kyria- 
kidi,  Mrs.  BJlmina  Nasos,  Miss  Marino  and  Miss  Franghiadi. 

Arrangements  were  made  with  the  Patriotic  League 
whereby  this  committee  was  made  a  branch  of  that  organ- 
ization an  organization  which  is  of  long  standing,  well 
governed,  and  doing  a  large  variety  of  charity  work  all 
over  Greece  through  its  various  branches  established  in 
all  the  larger  cities  and  towns. 

Athens  Station.  —  On  February  28th  the  Athens 
Station  was  opened  in  a  suitable  house  at  IS  Veranzerou 
Street,  which  we  had  been  able  to  obtain  through  the  kind 
offices  of  the  Government.  Dr.  Doxiades,  a  Greek  physician, 
Avell  equipped  for  this  work  through  his  long  practice  in 
the  care  of  children,  was  chosen  as  the  doctor  in  charge 
and  he  willingly  volunteered  his  services.  Nurse  Tymon, 
of  the  American  Red  Gross,  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
Station.  The  idea  was  so  new  to  the  poor  of  Athens  that 
the  attendance  at  first  was  very  small  but  has  shown  a 
steady  and  satisfactory  growth. 

When  a  baby  is  brought  to  the  station  for  the  first 
time  it  is  assigned   to  one   of  the  young  girls,  trained  in 
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our  classes,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  visit  the  home  regularly 
and  see  that  the  instructions  given  by  the  doctor  are 
carried  out  and  that  home  conditions  are  improved  as 
much  as  possible. 

The  entire  cost  of  equipping  and  running  the  station 
was  borne  by  the  American  Red  Cross  up  to  July  1 ;  at 
that  time  the  management  was  turned  over  to  the  Greek 
committee,  with  the  rent  paid  to  September  1  and  a  sup- 
ply  of  milk,  soap,   diapers,   infant  food,   etc.,   left   on  hand 


Piraeus  Warehouse;  Interior. 

to  last  for  nearly  a  year.  The  American  Red  Cross  has 
agreed  to  supply  and  pay  the  salary  and  living  expenses 
of  an  American  trained  nurse  for  at  least  one  year,  and 
possibly  for  three.  Nurse  Tymon,  being  obliged  to  leave 
.July  1,  Dr.  Clark,  of  our  personnel,  has. been  put  in  charge 
till  September  1,  before  which  time  we  hope  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  nurse  from  America. 


Patras  Station.  — The  Athens  Station  having  been 
started,  Captain    Rennie  was  sent,    on  March  1,   to  Patras 
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to  open  a  second  station.  A  committee  of  citizens,  with  Mme. 
Petta  as  president,  was  formed,  and  four  rooms,  with  use 
of  the  kitchen,  were  rented  for  90  drachmai  a  month  in 
a  suitable  house  near  the  poor  district. 

Mr.  Voutsinas,  the  Prefect,  took  a  great  interest  in  the 
movement  and  his  generous  giving  of  his  time,  and  assist- 
ance contributed  largely  to  the  successful  opening  of  the 
Station  and  to  its  continuance  afterwards. 

The  services  of  a  young  Greek  girl,  Miss  Helen  An- 
droussa,  were  secured  to  act  as  an  assistant  to  the  Amer- 
ican Red  Cross  nurse  in  charge  and,  on  our  withdrawal, 
July   1,  she  became  the  directress  of  the  Station. 

Canea  Station.—  On  March  25  Captain  Ronnie  went 
to  Qrete  and,  after  visiting  Candia,  Rotimno  and  Canea, 
opened  a  station  at  the  last-named  place,  having  found 
there  a  keen  desire  for  its  establishment.  As  in  the  other 
places,  a  local  committee  was  formed  and  Mrs.  Evangelos 
Moutsou,  Vice  President  of  the  local  branch  of  the  Patriotic 
League,  is  now  head  of  the  committee.  A  description  of 
the  Patras  and  Canea  Stations  would  be  a  repetition  of 
the  account  of  the  one  at  Athens,  as  they  were  both 
modeled  on  that  one. 

American  lied  Gross  nurses  wore  in  charge  of  both 
Stations  and  all  expenses  of  equipment  and  running  were 
borne  by  the  lied  Cross  till  July  1,  at  which  time  they 
were  turned  over  to  the  Greek  committees. 


In  conclusion  T  would  say  that,  while  the  work  of  the 
Department  of  Civilian  Relief  has  not  been  as  large  as 
I  should  have  liked,  owing  to  the  lack  of  supplies,  yet 
much  good  has,  undoubtedly,  been  done  and  a  very 
friendly  feeling  established  towards  Americans  and  the 
United  States. 
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The  hospitality  and  courtesy  shown  our  workers  at 
all  the  stations  by  government  officials  and  citizens  was 
most  marked  and  I  desire  to  make  special  mention  of  it 
in  this  report;  also  the  thanks  and  expressions  of  grati- 
tude of  the  recipients  of  our  gifts  were  often  embarrass- 
ing, as  they  seemed  so  far  in  excess  of  what,  we  were 
doing  for  them. 

I  am  sure  that  all  of  the  personnel  who  worked  in 
this  Department  will  go  back  to  America  with  a  very  strong 
feeling  of  friendship  for  Greece  and  her  people. 


DIRECTORY    OF    PERSONNEL 


BLAKESLEE,  Miss  Clarissa  R.  -  Field  Worker 

Patras  Infant  Welfare  Station    June  6 to  June  27      Distribution 
Athens  June  25  to  July  9 

BARNES,  Major  Clifford  W.      Deputy  Commissioner 

Greece  October  23,  1918     In  Charge  Civilian 

to  February  5, 1919    Relief  Department 
CLARK,  Mrs.  Harriet  J.  — Doctor 

Athens  Infant  Welfare  Station    May  6  to  Oct.  1 

June  22  to  Oct.  1       Head  of  Station 

CURRIER,  Miss  Helen  M.  — Field  Worker 

Athens  June  9  to  July  9     Head  of  Station 

DEWING,  Captain  Henry  B.  —  Secretary  of  Commission 

Peloponnesos  Feb.20  to  Feb. 27      Investigation 

Aigion  March  1  to  March  8    Organization 

DRAPER,  Miss  Merle  A.  —  Field  Worker 

Salonica  May  8  to  June  28     Distribution 

FLEMMING,  Miss  Mary  R.  — Nurse 

Canea  Infant  Welfare  Station    April  f>  to  June  24 

June  f>  to  June  21     Head  of  Station 


*  Not  including  workers  at  stations  in   Macedonia  and  the  Aegean 
Islands. 
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GOLDMAN,  Miss  Hetty  —  Representative  of  Society  for 

Relief  of  Jewish  War  Sufferers 
Salonica  Feb.  2  to  May  27 

GILBERT,  Miss  Blanche  E.  —  Nnrse 

Patras  Infant  Welfare  Station  April  24  to  June  2K  Head  of  Station 

HARRISON,  Miss  Oleita  H.  — Field  Worker 

Salonica  May  H  to  June  28     Head  of  Station 

HARTZ,  Miss  Alma  E.  -  Nurse 

Canea  Infant  Welfare  Station  June  ">  to  June  24 

HORSFORD,  Miss  Constance  —  Field  Worker 

Aigion  March  1  to  May  1     Head  of  Station 

KACENA,  Miss  Blanche —Nurse 

Patras  Infant  Welfare  Station   March  7  to  April  24   Head  of  Station 

KELLY,  Miss  Josephine  M.  —  Field  Worker 

Patras  Infant  Welfare  Station  April  24  to  June  3 

NORTON,  Miss  Julia  B.  —  Field  Worker 

Aigion  March  1  to  May  1    Distribution 

PHELAN,  Miss  Marie  T.      Nurse 

Canea  Infant  Welfare  Station  April  5  to  June  5     Head  of  Station 

TYMON,  Miss  Margaret  M.      Nurse 

Athens  Infant  Welfare  Station   Nov.  17,  1918  to 

June  22,  1919  Head  of  Station 

VANNEMAN,  Miss  Mary  A. -Field  Worker 

Aigion  March  1  to  May  1      Distribution 

WELD,  Major  A.  Winsor-  Deputy  Commissioner 

Greece  Feb.  5  to  July  31     In  Charge  Civilian 

Relief  Department 


RECRUITED    IN    ATHENS 


HILL,  Mr.  B.  II.  —  Investigator 

Peloponnesos  February  20  to  February  27 

KLONARI,  Miss  Kleoniki  — Nurse 

Athens  January  2  to  July  5  In  Charge  of 

Ouvroirs 
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STATISTICS    OF    ORPHANAGES    AND 
SOCIETIES    AIDED 


c 

a  8 

2    S      ( 

Jf 

Bag 

s  of 

Institution 

s 

a 
o 

6 
■ 

u 

Soap 
Soup 
Sugar 

u 
o 

Santa  Eleoussa  Home  for  Blind 

L':. 

25 

2 

2 



5 



100 

50 

— 

— 

15 

— 

— 

Guild  for  Sick  Poor  (Athens)  . 

35 

5 

— 

Pan-Hellenic  Society  (Athens)  . 

50 

90 

5 

5 

10       — 

7 

10 

The  Meropeion  (Athens) .... 

— 



— 

+- 

" 

Dungion  Asylum  (Athens)  .  .   . 

5 

— 

5 

- 

5 

Emperikeion  Asylum   (Athens) 

100 

20 

1 

10 

12 

— 

1 

10 

Hygienic  Section  Patriotic 
League  (Athens) 

Child  Welfare  Section  Patriotic 

500 

70 

— 

10 

50 

— 

20 

30 

National  Orphanage  (Kallithea) 

100 

20 

2 

5 

10 

— 

3 

15 

Zanneion  Orphanage  (Piraeus) 

35 

35 

:» 

12 

20 

— 

20 

5 

E  pi  ton  Asylum  (Piraeus)  .    .    . 

5 

3 

— 

— 

5 

— 

- 

Mrs.  Ados.sides,  for  relief  work 

345 

155 

G 

30 

70 

25 

80 

— 

Miss  Goldman,  for  Jewish  War 

25 

~ 

— 

— 

10 

— 

15 

— 

Orphanage  (Canea,  Crete)  .  .   . 

30 

15 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Women's  Workshop  (Athens)  . 

10 



5 

0 

•lo- 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

r 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 


STATISTICS    OF    ORPHANAGES    AND 
SOCIETIES  AIDED- Continued. 
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STATISTICS    OF    ORPHANAGES    AND 
SOCIETIES    AIDED  —  Continued. 
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STATISTICS  OF  OTTVROIR    AT  ATHENS 

In  continuous  operation  from  December  16,  1918,  to  July  5,  1919. 

Committee: 

Miss  Alexandra  Delta         (In  charge)  December  15,  1918,  to 

February  25,  1919 
■»      Mary  Koundouriotis  (         ■»         )  February  25,  1911),  to 

July  5,  1919 
Lena  Stathatos 
»      Pauline  Dimitriades 
»      Ariadne  Lecos 
»      Despina  Maccas 
»      Effie  Marengo 

The  following  ladies  gave  their  services  part  of  the  time: 

Mine.  Penelope  Hadziopolou 

»      Athanasia  Stephano 
Miss    Lucy  Koundouriotis 

List  find  number  of  articles  made: 

1st  period  —  December  15,  1918,   to  February  25,  1919 

Garments 68,760 

2nd  period      February  25,  1919,  to  July  5,  1919 

Garments 3,135 

Slippers 11,050 

Sheets 9,011 

Towels 4,a30 

Pillow  cases 3,306 

Napkins 800 

Table  cloths 240 

Dusters 450 

Aprons 183 

Diapers 3,000 

Hospital  bags 400 

Average  number  of  women  employed  1st  period  .    .    800 

2nd  .    .      80 

daily  wage  earned 3.50    to      4  drachma! 

Total  amount  spent  in  wages 56,175 
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STATISTICS  OF  FOOD  AND  CLOTHING 
DISTRIBUTION 


Item 
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STATISTICS   OF   INFANT  WELFARE 
STATIONS 
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Patras 
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20 

30 

Highest  attendance  on  any  day 

223 

31 

34 

Cases  milk  donated  by  American  Red  Cross 

760 

20 

20 

»      soap        »          »            »             »         » 

52 

7 

2 

»       soup         »            »              »                »           » 

5 

- 

— 

Bags    sugar      »          »           »             »         » 

5 

- 

— 

Layettes              *          »            »             » 

■150 

80 

40 

Bags  No s tie's  Food                   -               ,          , 

7 

— 

— 

»     Cream  of  Wheat  »            »             »         » 

3 

— 

— 

1,400 

1,000 

— 

Last  November  a  cable  was  sent  to  Washington  requesting,  among 
other  things,  the  following  articles  : 


10,000  nursing  bottles 
5,000  corks 
30,000  rubber  nipples 
5,000  cleaning  brushes 
28  glass  graduates 
1-'  instrument  sterilizers 
25  nurses'  dressing  sets 
l'5  two-quart  pitchers 
1-'  baby  scales 


200  pounds  boric  acid 


200 

»        bicarbonate  of  soda 

200 

»        Castor  oil 

100 

►        zinc  oxide 

100 

>        napthaline 

200 

•         milk  of  sugar 

200 

Maltose 

200 

»        barley  flour 

500 

oatmeal 

Since  the  above  had  not  arrived  from  the  United  States,  a  letter 
was  sent  to  Paris  on  May  17,  repeating  the  requisition,  and  we  have 
a  reply  stating  that  the  articles  are  being  collected  and  will  shortly  be 
shipped.  On  their  arrival,  they  are  to  be  presented  to  the  Athens  Station 


PUBLISHED  REPORTS   OF  THE 
AMERICAN  RED  CROSS  COMMISSION  TO  GREECE 


The  American  Red   Cross  in  Greece,  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Edward  Capps. 

Final  Report  of  the  Department  of 
Civilian  Relief by  Major  A.  Winsor  Weld. 

Relief  Work  in   Eastern  Macedonia: 
Organization;  the  Bulgarian  Stations,by  Lieutenant-  Colonel  Edward  Capps. 
The  Period  of  Full  Activity    .  by  Major  Horace  S.  Oakley. 

The  Last  Phase, by  Major  Henry  B.  Dewing. 

Statistical  Summary,  by  Major  Henry  B    Dewing 

Relief  Work  among  the  Villages  of  Mount 
Pangaeon, .    .    .  by  Lieutenant  Grosvenoi   C    Barr\ 

Relief  Work  on  the  Aegean  Islands,      by  Major  A.  Winsor  Weld. 

The  Typhus  Epidemic  in  Eastern  Mace- 
donia,     by  Major  Samuel  J.  Walker 

The    Hospitals  of  Greece  (a  critique),  by  Major  Carl  E.  Black. 

A  Survey  of  the  Hospitals  of  Greece,  by  Major  Carl  E    Black. 

IIuk  f|  'E/./.u.;  fi.Tooii  vu  -taouyij  JtEQiaao 
xfQav  tpoqjTjv  (  How  Greece  Can  Pro- 
duce More  Food), by  Major  Cyril  G.  Hopkins. 


Copies  of  the  above  reports  may  be  obtained  by  application 
to    The  American  Red  Cross,  Athens. 


Oaylord  Bros. 

Makers 

Syracuse.  N.  Y. 

PaT.JAI.21.190a 
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